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SUBJECT: SHIPPING: POSSIBLE NEW GOP SHIPPING INITIATIVES 

1. DEPT HAS RECEIVED REPORT THAT NYC AGENT FOR UNNAMED 
PORTUGUESE LINE APPROACHED U.S. STEAMSHIP LINE RE NEED FOR 
INITIAL DISCUSSIONS ON COMMERCIAL SHIPPING AGREEMENT 
PRESUMABLY TO DIVIDE UP PORTUGUESE/U.S. TRADE. APPROACH 
BY AGENT WAS APPARENTLY PREDICATED ON HIS UNDERSTAND- 
ING OF EXPECTED CHANGE IN GOP SHIPPING POLICY TO ONE OF 
SUPPORTING CARGO SHARING ARRANGEMENTS IN PORTUGUESE 
TRADES. 

2. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO VERY DISCREETLY DETERMINE WHETHER 
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GOP CONSIDERING ANY CHANGE IN POLICY AT THIS TIME AND 
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